
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

North Carolina Youth Tap Ensemble Presents Resonance Featuring Special Guest Star Dixon 

An exploration of sound, movement, and legacy 

Durham, NC — The North Carolina Youth Tap Ensemble (NCYTE) proudly announces Resonance, a 
dynamic new production created by NCYTE’s Senior members in collaboration with their Artistic Director, 
Emily Shoemaker. Joined by acclaimed tap artist Starinah “Star” Dixon of Chicago’s M.A.D.D. 
Rhythms, the ensemble invites audiences into an immersive journey through sound, movement, and the 
echoes of artistic lineage. 

Guided by the idea that every note carries its own shape, purpose, and impact, Resonance moves 
beyond the moment of sound itself and into the vibrations, echoes, and lasting impressions that linger 
long after the tap fades. Through a curated blend of NCYTE’s expansive repertory and the debut of 
brand-new works—including a new piece created by Dixon—the dancers honor the tap masters who 
came before them while forging pathways for those who will follow.​
Resonance begins with us and ends with us, asking not what disappears, but what remains. 

NCYTE is honored to welcome Star Dixon, assistant director, choreographer, and original principal 
dancer with the world-renowned M.A.D.D. Rhythms. Dixon is a celebrated performer and educator whose 
credits include the L.A. Tap Fest, DC Tap Fest, RIFF Dallas, Chicago Human Rhythm Project’s Rhythm 
World, and M.A.D.D. Rhythms’ Chicago Tap Summit. Her international performance career spans Poland, 
Japan, and Brazil, with notable appearances at Jacob’s Pillow, the Kennedy Center, and Lincoln Center. 
Dixon has also performed with Michelle Dorrance’s Dorrance Dance and Savion Glover’s All Funk’d Up. 
She currently teaches across the Chicago area and brings her distinctive artistry and rhythmic voice to 
NCYTE for this special collaboration. 

Recognized as one of the finest youth tap ensembles in the world, NCYTE features approximately 35 
dancers, ages 8 to 18, representing communities across North Carolina. Known for their poise, passion, 
and professionalism, the dancers honor the rich traditions of American rhythm tap while infusing each 
performance with contemporary energy, musicality, and innovation. Their repertoire includes works by 
some of the world’s leading choreographers. 

Founded in 1983 by JUBA Award-winning Artistic Director Gene Medler, NCYTE has performed across 
the United States and internationally, including tours in Austria, Brazil, Canada, China, Finland, Germany, 
and Mexico. The company’s signature blend of tradition and experimentation has delighted audiences for 
more than four decades. 

— 

ABOUT THE NORTH CAROLINA YOUTH TAP ENSEMBLE (NCYTE) 

Established in 1983, NCYTE is one of the world’s premier youth tap dance companies. With a mission to 
preserve, promote, and advance the art of rhythm tap, NCYTE offers exceptional training and 
performance opportunities that empower young dancers to grow as artists, collaborators, and community 
members. 
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